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Abstract 

Le Corbusier was eager for the modern city to get rid of the problems of chaos, crowding, 
disorder and inefficiency. Therefore, he strongly advocated the "Radiant City" and hoped 
to solve the urban problems, but it could not be favoured by the generations after him. 
Contradictorily the post CIAM generation of Taiwanese architects built up a number of 
high-rise residential buildings in the 7th Redevelopment Zone, Taichung. With super street 
blocks, wide avenues, decent public facilities and large-scale open spaces, these high-rise 
apartments outline a new living Utopia in Taiwan. A total of forty unit plans are collected 
from these apartments. By a graph-theoretical methodology which is based on shape 
grammar and space syntax, the typology of the floor plans of these apartments are 
analysed and discussed. By means of reading the floor plan and shape design, the floor 
spaces and functions are analysed. A tree-framework of the floor plans of these 
apartments can be built up by this topological method. This also records the contemporary 
history of high-rise residential buildings in the past thirty years in Taichung City, a new 
emerging and prosperous metropolitan. This residential area has also concentrated many 
chic stores and public spaces, such as Taichung Opera House by Toyo Ito. This area has 
actually become a new base for luxury homes in central Taiwan. These luxury features 
also show on the layout of the floor plans of these apartments. From the observation of 
the architectural plan, this research helps us to see how people live in the new “Radiant 
City” in Taichung, Taiwan.  
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